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of other things."

We are thus faced with a precarious balance
between production and consumption, which leaves-
us at the mercy of drought, crop disease, and natural
calamities. Thus the whole country is at the mercy
of famine, and, since the rich never tighten their
belts, in a lean year it is the poor who must, of
necessity, starve.

Therefore, he argued, the key to better living,
lay in better farming, and better farming could never
be ensured until there was a greater incentive to
produce bigger and better crops. The peasant is
only prepared to produce more if he has the
guarantee that he will enjoy the fruit of his extra
labours. Under the present system of Revenue
collection there was no such guarantee, since the
more work he put in, and the better crops he
produced, the more highly he was taxed, and he was
in positive fear of producing more for fear the
Patwari assessed him highly.

The radical reform he therefore pleaded, in the
interest of land improvements, was the abolition of
Land Revenue. As he did not want the State to
suffer financially in this, he proposed a very ingeni-
ous scheme for a substitute for Land Revenue. The
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scheme was divided into two parts: firstly, the
peasant was to purchase complete proprietory rights-
over his land and exemption from Land Revenue, by
means of a lump payment spread over thirty years;
secondly, the money so realised by the Government